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COUNCILMEMBER DJOU: 
GAS TAX INCREASE IS WRONG SOLUTION TO POLICE PAY RAISE 

 
 Councilmember Charles K. Djou (Waikiki, Hawaii Kai) will vigorously fight Mayor 

Harris’ proposal to increase the gasoline tax to cover the arbitrated pay raise for the police.  “Our 

police officers deserve a pay raise, but the Mayor’s proposal to raise the gasoline tax is a terrible 

way to finance the raise.  Hawaii residents already pay the highest gasoline prices in the U.S., 

fueled in large part by the highest gasoline taxes in the nation.  Oahu residents cannot afford an 

even higher gas tax and even higher gas prices.  Furthermore, this is not the right time to raise 

taxes as Oahu residents are just now beginning to pay for the Harris administration’s recent 

property tax increase, the largest in City history.” 

 “Last year, our state government focused on the high price of gasoline in Hawaii.  It 

would be extremely counter-productive for City government to become one of the key factors in 

increasing the cost of gasoline in our community.” 

 “With rising crime rates and the critical importance of public safety, we must increase the 

pay for our police officers.  Unfortunately, because of Harris’ spending spree on reckless 

construction of nice, but unnecessary projects, we now need to look at deep cuts in City services 

and may even need to consider layoffs.” 
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